
My Name is Judith Lowry, I live in Nevada City:

I am here express concern over a potential public safety issue in 
downtown Nevada City.  The wooden cone-like structure which has 
stood for a number of years at the corner of Broad and Union Streets 
is now showing signs of serious degradation.  It has developed a 
leaning posture and some of the boards are loose and falling inward.  
It would appear that there may be a significant danger of collapse.

Over time I have observed tourists, families and entertainers inside 
and around the structure as folks explore the construction and pose 
for pictures.  At times it has also served as a refuge for homeless 
people. Visitors to this site assume is a public monument so they feel 
free to enter the property and structure. 

My understanding is that the structure is on private property even 
though there was a public dedication attended by several city 
officials when it was donated to a corporation.

Question: Is the structure a potential public nuisance or a safety 
hazard?  Whether the structure is a public monument or on private 
property, should the public be allowed access without improvements 
such as walkways, safety railings, fencing, ADA access or other 
improvements routinely required by the building department as is 
usual with any new construction?  We would not like to see any 
liability issues arise from the current use of this property 
regardless of who technically owns it.

According to tax records, this property is owned by a corporation.  
Further research indicates that the corporation is in “suspended” 
status which I understand to mean it cannot defend itself in court. If 
this property and structure is uninsured, and a corporation cannot 
defend itself in court, could a lawsuit resulting from injury potentially 
involve Nevada City in the event it is considered negligent in requiring 
the property owner to maintain the site to protect the public? 



Misguided well-meaning intentions

From the wording on the sign in front of the structure are we assume that 

this object is purposed to be a cenotaph?  If so, would it not be more fitting 
to construct it of something more substantial and suitable such as native 

granite.  If the motivation for this structure was to create a monument to 
the local indigenous people, then I would propose that the memorial be 

adorned with a bronzed plaque.  There are many in town marking historic 
places and events. 

 I would further suggest that the text on the plaque more accurately reflect 

and identify Nevada City’s own fully documented, Heritage Tribe, The 
Nisenan of Oustomah, Indigenous Peoples of the Sierra Foothills Region 

and Nevada County, home of the Nevada City Rancheria..

In the event that Nevada City’s Broad Street gateway entrance ever be 
improved for the sake of increased public safety, convenience, and 

historical aesthetic, a granite monument would be entirely appropriate and 
blend seamlessly with the design of a new portal.  Although this may 

happen at some distance in the future there is always the present pro-
active approach toward the enhancement and betterment of our shared 

community.  




